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With the move of The London International Horse Show (LIHS) to a new venue at 
the London ExCel in 2021, the opportunity arose to form the ‘London Arena’ at this 
larger venue. HPower, organisers of LIHS, alongside its showing partners, the BSHA 
(British Show Horse Association), the BSPS (British Show Pony Society), and the 
ASAO (Association of Show and Agricultural Organisations), formed the ‘London 

Committee’ to oversee and legislate the new showing series’ which were to be 
launched in the London Arena in 2023. 

 
With these new series’ and in supporting County and Agricultural Shows, the LIHS 
offered local equine competitors the opportunity to compete at their local County 
show and enjoy a day out, with a goal to aim for, with the hope to encourage new 
faces into showing. The BSHA Rising Star Supreme Finals gave new competitors 
into showing and existing BSHA amateur members, another major Championship 

route to follow during the showing season. 
 

These Rising Star classes were set up as ‘type’ sections, so those new to showing 
and unsure of ‘type’ could gain help in the ring, at clinics and be guided into the 
correct section for their horse. The aim was always to support and offer help and 

guidance to all competitors. 
 

The Rising Stars series was to be kept very simply, amateur based. The inaugural 
Finals at the London International Horse Show were a huge success in 2023, where 

90% of the entrants were new to the sport. 
 

 The BSHA appointed volunteers from within the industry who were able to provide 
training clinics, they were present during the Finals, and during each class for all 

competitors, to offer reassurance and assistance. This was greatly appreciated by 
many competitors in 2023 and will continue in 2024. 

 
The Rising Star series now has its own rulebook, separate to the BSHA main 

rulebook. We ask for all competitors to take time to read the rules and guidance 
within the Rising Star Rulebook before competing in this series.  

 
 For more information please contact the BSHA at risingstar@britishshowhorse.org

INTRODUCTION



This series has been established for amateur and grassroots riders who do not 
show or compete on a professional (remunerated) level in equestrian disciplines, so 

please be aware that the rules for this series do differ from the Amateur rules for 
other longstanding series which are in the main BSHA Rulebook. Please ensure you 

read the rules below carefully. 
 
ELIGIBILITY FOR THE CLASS 
 
No Rider or Owner who falls within the following criteria may compete on or enter 
an animal in Rising Star classes IF THEY: 
 
• Receive financial remuneration or other rewards, produces(ed), teaches, rides or 

schools SHOW riders or horses or ponies for the SHOW ring. These rules relate 
solely to SHOWING, those involved in other equestrian disciplines remain 
eligible, including equestrian retailers, riding school and livery owners or 
employed staff, those who break and school for other disciplines, unless 
remuneration is received for professional training or riding services at an 
affiliated equine level (BD, BS, BE).  

 
• No rider may qualify more than one animal in each section.  
 
• Appear on any showing judges panel for affiliated show organisations, or 

societies. 
 
• Are a Professionally Produced Amateur (horse stabled in livery with a Showing 

Professional). 
 
• Appear on any social media sites, any electronic sites or publications as a 

promotional ‘Brand Ambassador’ for a company, or receive benefits whether 
monetary or ‘gifted’. 

 
• Have previously been CHAMPION in any LIHS BSHA Rising Star Supreme Finals 

at the London ExCel. 
 

 
OPEN TO: 
 
• Horses which have never been placed in the top 9 in any class at Horse of the 

Year Show Finals (not including SFAS or SEIB R2R Final). 
 
• Riders not to have competed in any classes at Horse of the Year Show in the 

two previous seasons (2022 & 2023) (not including SFAS or SEIB R2R Final). 
 
• Riders not to have been placed in the top 9 in any classes at Horse of the Year 

Show Finals in the current season (2024). 
 
• Horses which have not been placed in the top 5 in any OPEN class at the Royal 

International Horse show (this excludes the current season). 

RISING STAR RULES 2024



GENERAL RULES: 
 
• Competitors do not have to be members to compete in the direct qualifiers, 

however all competitors who receive their qualification to the LIHS BSHA Rising 
Star Supreme Final must complete their membership and registration with the 
BSHA within 14 days for their qualification to stand or this will pass down to the 
next eligible exhibit. 

 
• No Competitor previously deemed a showing Professional or Producer may be 

permitted to enter these classes. 
 
• No Judges from any affiliated Associations or Societies may act as part of a 

‘support team’ and enter the ring to ‘groom’ for any competitor or offer verbal 
ringside assistance at the Finals.  

 
• Any competitor who has previously been disqualified from the series will not be 

allowed to compete within the series again. 
 
• Riders should be suitably mounted at all times, this includes appropriate use of 

tack, spurs and whips whilst part of any qualifying process or part of the Final. 
 
• Horses must be worked in by the Rider that will compete on the Horse in the 

Competition. 
 
• The BSHA shall publish a list of all qualified riders and horses on their website 

throughout the season, which will be available on the BSHA website 
(www.britishshowhorse.org). All complaints regarding eligibility for the Series 
must be received by Friday 18th October 2024 from Members only. After this 
date NO OTHER COMPLAINTS WILL BE ACCEPTED BY THE ASSOCIATION OR 
ANY PARTNERS OF THE LONDON INTERNATIONAL HORSE SHOW.   

 
• All horses competing at the Final MUST BE FULLY VACCINATED to fit rules and 

regulations of the London International Horse Show without exception. 
 
• The BSHA Office will only enter into correspondence relating to qualification, 

with those who are both Rising Star finalists and BSHA members. 
 
• Transfer of qualification of Horse is allowed as long as the new owner and or 

rider fulfills the eligibility for the class. 
 
• JMB certificates will not be required to compete in these classes. 
 
• No Stallions are eligible to take part in any Rising Star classes. 
 
• No rider under 15 years of age is eligible to compete in classes Affiliated to the 

Association. Proof of age may be required. 
 
• The Judge will NOT ride exhibits in these classes. 
 
• The Judges decision is final. 
 
Classes that qualify for BSHA Rising Star Supreme Finals at the London 
International Horse Show will allow the highest placed unqualified horse in top 5 to 
qualify. If classes are amalgamated each highest unqualified horse of each section 
will qualify. 

RISING STAR RULES 2024 



Rising Star Hack 
Hack type: Mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 148cms, but not 
exceeding 160cms. The highest unqualified horse placed in the top 5 will qualify for 
the LIHS BSHA Rising Star Hack Supreme Final at the LIHS in December. 
 
In addition, the two highest unqualified placed horses will qualify for the Rising Star 
Associate finals at the BSHA National Championships Show in September. 
 
Rising Star Riding Horse 
Small Riding Horse type: Mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 148cms 
and not exceeding 158cms. The highest unqualified horse placed in the top 5 will 
qualify for the LIHS BSHA Rising Star Supreme Small Riding Horse Supreme Final at 
the LIHS in December. 
 
In addition, the two highest unqualified placed horses will qualify for the Rising Star 
Associate finals at the BSHA National Championships Show in September. 
 
Large Riding Horse type: Mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 158cms. 
The highest unqualified horse placed in the top 5 will qualify for the LIHS BSHA 
Rising Star Large Riding Horse Supreme Final at the LIHS in December. 
 
In addition, the two highest unqualified placed horses will qualify for the Rising Star 
Associate finals at the BSHA National Championships Show in September. 
 
Rising Star Cob 
Lightweight Cob type: Mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 148cms, 
but not exceeding 155cms, capable of carrying up to 14 stone. The highest 
unqualified horse placed in the top 5 will qualify for the LIHS BSHA Rising Star 
Lightweight Cob Supreme Final at the LIHS in December. 
 
In addition, the two highest unqualified placed horses will qualify for the Rising Star 
Associate finals at the BSHA National Championships Show in September. 
 
Heavyweight Cob type: Mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 148cms, 
but not exceeding 155cms, capable of carrying more than 14 stone. The highest 
unqualified horse placed in the top 5 will qualify for the LIHS BSHA Rising Star 
Heavyweight Cob Supreme Final at the LIHS in December. 
 
In addition, the two highest unqualified placed horses will qualify for the Rising Star 
Associate finals at the BSHA National Championships Show in September. 
 
Maxi Cob type: Mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 155cms - to be 
judged as Cobs. Judges must pay particular attention to type (i.e. short legged 
animals of COB type). To be shown hogged. The highest unqualified horse placed in 
the top 5 will qualify for the LIHS BSHA Rising Star Maxi Cob Supreme Final at the 
LIHS in December. 
 
In addition, the two highest unqualified placed horses will qualify for the Rising Star 
Associate finals at the BSHA National Championships Show in September. 
 

DIRECT QUALIFIERS FOR THE LIHS - CLASS DEFINITIONS



Rising Star Ridden Hunter 
Small/Lightweight Hunter type: Mare or gelding, 4 years old or over exceeding 
158cms, (small hunter not to exceed 158cms). Capable of carrying up to 79.5kgs (12 
stone 7lbs). The highest unqualified horse placed in the top 5 will qualify for the 
LIHS BSHA Rising Star Small/Lightweight Hunter Supreme Final at the LIHS in 
December. 
 
In addition, the two highest unqualified placed horses will qualify for the Rising Star 
Associate finals at the BSHA National Championships Show in September. 
 
Middleweight/Heavyweight Hunter type: Mare or gelding, 4 years old or over, 
exceeding 158cms. Capable of carrying over 89kgs (14 stone). The highest 
unqualified horse placed in the top 5 will qualify for the LIHS BSHA Rising Star 
Middleweight/Heavyweight Hunter Supreme Final at the LIHS in December. 
 
In addition, the two highest unqualified placed horses will qualify for the Rising Star 
Associate finals at the BSHA National Championships Show in September. 
 
Rising Star Ladies Show Horse: Mare or gelding, 4 years old or over, exceeding 
148cms, suitable to carry a side saddle, to be ridden by a lady. Open to all Hacks, 
Cobs, Riding Horses and Hunters. The highest unqualified horse placed in the top 5 
will qualify for the LIHS BSHA Rising Star Ladies Show Horse Supreme Final at the 
LIHS in December. 
 
Rising Star Working Show Horse: Open ONLY to Hacks, Cobs, Maxi Cobs and 
Riding Horses, mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 148cms. Any horse 
which is Grade B showjumper, Intermediate Eventer, or above as at 1st January of 
the current year, is not eligible.  
 
Height of fences: minimum 2’6”, maximum 2’9”, maximum spread 2’9”. 
Please note the height of the fences may be raised at the final at the discretion of 
the Course builder/ BSHA Representative. 
 
The highest unqualified horse placed in the top 5 will qualify for the LIHS BSHA 
Rising Star Working Show Horse Supreme Final at the LIHS in December. 
 
Rising Star of Working Hunter: Open ONLY to Hunters, mare or gelding, 4 years 
old and over exceeding 148cm (14.2hh approx.) Any horse which is registered / 
previously registered as a Grade A showjumper, Advanced Eventer, or above as at 
1st January of the current year, is not eligible. 
 
Height of fences: minimum 3’0”, maximum 3’3”, maximum spread 3’3”. Please note 
the height of the fences may be raised at the final at the discretion of the Course 
builder/ BSHA Representative. 
 
The highest unqualified horse placed in the top 5 will qualify for the LIHS BSHA 
Rising Star Working Hunter Type Supreme Final at the LIHS in December 

DIRECT QUALIFIERS FOR THE LIHS - CLASS DEFINITIONS



Rising Star Racehorse to Show Horse: Mare or gelding, 4 years old or over, 
exceeding 148cm. Open to thoroughbred horses or Arab horses retired from race 
training. The highest unqualified horse placed in the top 5 will qualify for the LIHS 
BSHA Rising Star Racehorse to Show Horse Supreme Final at the LIHS in 
December. This class is open to competitors who work within the racing industry. 
 
In addition, the two highest unqualified placed horses will qualify for the Rising Star 
Associate finals at the BSHA National Championships Show in September. 
 
 
 
 
WILDCARD QUALIFICATION 
A results points table will run for all qualifying classes and a ‘wild card’ will be 
awarded to those unqualified horses with the highest points in each section. To 
ensure this all shows will be asked to provide their results in full, the BSHA will not 
be responsible for any show that fails to provide full admin results to the BSHA 
office. 
 
The points table will work as follows and will only include those horses from the top 
5 from each set of results, even if the class is amalgamated: 
 
                                      1st Place                       5 points 
                                      2nd Place                     4 points 
                                      3rd Place                      3 points 
                                      4th Place                      2 points 
                                      5th Place                      1 point 
 
In the case of equality of points, the competitor with the higher placings 
throughout the season will be given the qualification. If there is still an equality, 
both competitors will qualify. 
 

 
  
If you have qualified for a class and are subsequently advised by the Judge, that 
your horse is more suited to another section within the type (ie lightweight cob into 
heavyweight cob) and/or if you are advised the same by a BSHA Accredited 
Trainer, please contact the BSHA Office to discuss transfer of section for the Final 
at risingstar@britishshowhorse.org. No qualifications can be transferred from one 
class type to another (ie moving a qualification from a riding horse type class into a 
hunter type class will not be permitted). 

 

 
 
At the BSHA National Championship Show in September there will be a ‘Champion 
of Champions’ evening performance final of the previous season’s London 
International Horse Show Rising Star Supreme final winners. Invitations will be 
emailed by the BSHA office when entries open for the BSHA National 
Championship Show. 
 
 
  

DIRECT QUALIFIERS FOR THE LIHS - CLASS DEFINITIONS

WILDCARD QUALIFICATION

CHANGE OF SECTION OR TYPE

CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS



Classes will qualify for the BSHA Rising Star Associate Series Final at the BSHA 
National Championships Show. The two highest unqualified horses in the qualifying 
class will be eligible to compete in the BSHA Rising Star Associate Final at the 
BSHA National Championships Show.    
 
The Judge will NOT ride exhibits in these classes.  
  
Rising Star Ridden Hack/Riding Horse type: Mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, 
exceeding 148cms. The two highest unqualified horses will qualify for the Rising 
Star Associate Series Final at the BSHA National Championships Show September 
2024. 
  
Rising Star Ridden Show Hunter type: Mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, 
exceeding 148cms. The two highest unqualified horses will qualify for the Rising 
Star Associate Series Final at the BSHA National Championships Show September 
2024. 
  
Rising Star Ridden Show Cob type: Mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, 
exceeding 148cms. Exhibits to be shown hogged. The two highest unqualified 
horses will qualify for the Rising Star Associate Series Final at the BSHA National 
Championships Show September 2024. 
  
Rising Star Racehorse to Show Horse: Mare or gelding, 4 years old or over, 
exceeding 148cms. Open to Thoroughbred & Arab horses retired from race training. 
The two highest unqualified horses will qualify for the Rising Star Associate Series 
Final at the BSHA National Championships Show September 2024. This class is 
open to competitors who work within the racing industry.  
 
BSHA IN-HAND RISING STAR ASSSOCIATE SERIES CLASSES  
Classes will qualify for the BSHA In-Hand Rising Star Associate Series Final at the 
BSHA National Championships Show, September 2024. The two highest unqualified 
horses.  
  
In-Hand Rising Star Hack/Riding Horse type: Mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, 
exceeding 148cms. The two highest unqualified horses will qualify for the final at 
the BSHA National Championships Show September 2024. 
 
In-Hand Rising Star Cob type: Mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 
148cms. Exhibits to be shown hogged. The two highest unqualified horses will 
qualify for the final at the BSHA National Championships Show September 2024. 
  
In-Hand Rising Star Hunter type: Mare or gelding, 4 years old and over, exceeding 
148cms. The two highest unqualified horses will qualify for the final at the BSHA 
National Championships Show September 2024. 
 
In-Hand Rising Star Racehorse to Show Horse: are or gelding, 4 years old or over, 
exceeding 148cms. Open to Thoroughbred and Arab horses retired from race 
training. The two highest unqualified horses will qualify for the final at the BSHA 
National Championships Show September 2024. This class is open to competitors 
who work within the racing industry.   

RISING STAR ASSOCIATE CLASSES



QUALIFICATION CARDS 
A qualification card will be presented in the ring detailing how to confirm 
qualification and register with the BSHA. All finalists should be made aware that to 
enter the Supreme Final at the LIHS, they should be members of the BSHA and be 
conversant with the Rising Star rules. This must be completed within 14 days. 
 
BSHA RISING STAR LONDON INTERNATIONAL FACEBOOK GROUP 
The BSHA moderates a group on the social media platform, Facebook. Moderators 
of the BSHA will approve each person into the group. The BSHA asks that you treat 
all members in the group with respect at all times. We will remove any member 
who behaves inappropriately. While we accept group members can raise any 
questions or concerns, we ask this is done in a respectful manner at all times. 
 
ONLINE ENTRIES FOR THE LONDON INTERNATIONAL HORSE SHOW FINAL 
All entries will be taken through Entrymaster directly with the BSHA. All eligible 
entrants will be contacted directly by email, please ensure your details are correct 
when completing your membership. Entries will open in October 2024. 
 
COMPETING AS AN AMATEUR WITH THE BSHA 
To compete in any BSHA mainstream classes, National Championship qualifiers, 
RIHS and HOYS you MUST fit within the parameters of the main BSHA rulebook if 
you wish to compete as an Amateur rider. Please see website for more details. The 
Rising Star rules are showing specific and so we ask you to take into consideration 
the changes for the Amateur status for non-Rising Star classes in the BSHA Main 
Rulebook. 
 

 
 
 
All those entered into the Rising Star Finals are not permitted to attend any clinics 
held by a LIHS BSHA Rising Star Final Judge for their section final in the current 
season. 
 

 
 
 
REFUNDS FOR FINALS 
If an Entrant withdraws their entry they will not be entitled to a refund of any Entry 
Fee directly from the BSHA after the close of entries. All applications for refunds 
must be sent to HPower directly. 
 
In the event that a Final is cancelled the entrant may be refunded (less any 
administration charges), but any such refund shall be at the sole discretion of 
HPower. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUALIFICATION COMMUNICATION

CLINICS

REFUNDS



COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 
If you wish to contact the BSHA to make a complaint regarding a direct 
qualification awarded at a show (not the Final) this must be done in writing within 
21 days of the qualifying show. The complaint must be sent directly with name and 
address supplied by a competing BSHA member or competing Rising Star entrant 
along with payment of £100 to be received by the BSHA office to 
risingstar@britishshowhorse.org. The resulting BSHA Board decision alongside any 
partners of the London International Horse Show, relating to any complaints will be 
final.  
 
The BSHA shall publish a list of all riders and horses entered in the LIHS BSHA 
Rising Star Supreme Finals, on their website available for public view. All complaints 
regarding eligibility of entrants for the series final must be received by Friday 18th 
October 2024. After this date no other complaints regarding eligibility will be 
accepted or supported by the Association or any partners. The complaint must be 
sent directly with name and address supplied by a competing BSHA member or 
competing Rising Star entrant along with payment of £100 to be received by the 
BSHA office. The resulting BSHA Board decision alongside any partners of the 
London International Horse Show, relating to any complaints will be final.  
 
Any complaints not regarding eligibility arising from the series Finals must be made 
within 14 days of the date of the class in question.  The complaint must be sent directly 
with name and address supplied by a competing BSHA member or competing Rising 
Star entrant along with payment of £100 to be received by the BSHA office. The 
resulting BSHA Board decision alongside any partners of the London International 
Horse Show, relating to any complaints will be final. 
 
All upheld complaints will be refunded the payment of £100 from the BSHA office. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: A COMMENT ON SOCIAL MEDIA OR PRIVATE MESSAGE DOES 
NOT CONSTITUTE AN OFFICIAL COMPLAINT 
 
 
 
 
Every member must be respectful of each other, the BSHA and all partners involved 
in London International Horse Show and should exercise good judgement when 
posting on social media, including consideration of the potential consequences of 
their interactions on any social media platforms or any publications.   
 
• Please do not engage in online discussions, arguments, private user chats or 

forums that target a particular group or single out an individual for specific 
criticism / comment which may bring the BSHA or any of its partners into 
disrepute. 

 
• Please do not share or use on social media any personal or contact information 

of another BSHA member without gaining permission of that member. This 
includes displaying any correspondence to or from the BSHA or any of its 
partners at any time. 

 
• Only post comments that you would publicly say - often comments can appear 

unsportsmanlike so think before you click! 

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

RESPONSIBLE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA/PUBLICATIONS



• The BSHA reserves the right to instruct the removal of any comments which are 
deemed to be in breach of this policy.  

 
• Please remember the Rising Stars series is run under the ethos of inclusion, 

helpfulness, guidance and encouragement at all times.  
 
• Any breaches of Responsible Use of Social Media/Publications will result in 

disqualification from the Final and any subsequent Membership with the 
Association. 

 
• The Association will from time to time use images from BSHA classes for use on 

their website, social media and any BSHA publications. You may ask for your image 
to be removed from publication by application to the office. 

 

• Will I need to prepare my horse for a ride judge? 
No, there will be no ride judges for any qualifiers, if a judge asks to ride your horse at a 
show, speak to the steward and remind them there is no ride judge permitted.  

 
• Will I need to perform a set show? 

No, there is no set show for these classes. You will be expected to show walk, trot, 
canter on both reins and an extension of canter/gallop (but not hacks). The judge will be 
looking for a well executed show, smooth transitions and a good style of riding. The 
Judge may ask you to strip the saddle from your horse and run up the horse inhand for 
them to assess (conformation), this will happen at the Final. 

 
• How do I turn my horse out for the class? 

Turning your horse out to ‘type’ is usual in showing. All show cob classes must have 
hogged animals with pulled tails for instance. You are not expected to have show tack, 
simple is usually better, and you can show your horse in a snaffle if you wish. Looking at 
professional pictures online from County shows will also give a great insight into how 
your horse should be presented. 

 
• Can I ask for feedback at a qualifier? 

Yes, of course you can ask for feedback at any show you attend. Sometimes there is 
time constraints so do not be offended if the steward is unable to facilitate this for you. 
We encourage Judges to do this as part of the process of these classes. 

 
• Will there be clinics? 

There will be a full list of clinics available for entrants to attend for preparation for the 
London International Horse Show. 

 
• Will there be Judges feedback at LIHS? 

Having our first year now under our belt we will be working hard to enable our 
competitors to have some feedback during the classes. We also hope to have an area 
where competitors can speak to Jugdes after their classes if this facility is available, all 
entrants will receive more details. 

 

RESPONSIBLE USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA/PUBLICATIONS

QUESTIONS ASKED...



• Working Hunter: No hind boots or bandages of any description are allowed in 
the collecting ring, warm up or in the actual class.  

 
• Bitless bridles and running gags are not permitted in any classes.  The use of the 

Swale bit is discouraged in all classes. The bit used should be appropriate to the 
requirements of the horse. Bits must be used in their manufactured condition 
without any addition or modification to, or on, any part and conform to the 
requirements of the Class. The bit must never be used to reprimand the horse. 
Such use is always excessive and will render the rider liable to disciplinary 
action. Solid curb chains are not permitted in any ridden or in hand classes.   

• Horses may be shown shod or unshod.  
• No earrings, piercings or visible jewellery should be worn.  
• The BSHA recommends the wearing of an approved Safety Hat at all times, but 

is up to the individual to decide - however please follow all scheduled rules 
regarding hat safety at all shows entered. 

 
GUIDELINES FOR DRESS IS TRADITIONAL - VARIATIONS ARE PERMITTED 

RIDDEN – COUNTY SHOWS – COBS/HUNTERS 
• Bowler hat for gentlemen, navy or black hunting cap for ladies with ribbon 

tabs inside 
• Tweed jackets for ladies and gentlemen with neat collar and tie 
• Fawn, cream or buff breeches 
• Plain black or brown boots with garter strap fixing if available 
• Spurs should be worn by adults at the heel seam of the boot, not hanging off 

the end of the boot - spurs can be dummies 
• Gloves; brown, fawn or tan 
• Showing cane 
 
EVENING PERFORMANCE – COBS/HUNTERS 
• Top hats or hunting caps for ladies and gentlemen 
• Correctly tied hunting stock with pin 
• Scarlet or black jacket or tails for gentlemen, navy or black jacket for ladies 
• Gentlemen should wear brown topped boots with white garter strap if available, 

ladies normal black boots 
• Spurs should be worn as above 
• Gloves as above 
• Hunting whip with thong to be carried 
 
COUNTY SHOWS – HACKS 
• Bowlers for gentlemen, navy or black hunting cap for ladies with ribbons inside 
• Jackets – ladies blue or black jacket with neat collar and tie – gentlemen tweed 
• Plain black boots with garter strap fixing if available 
• Showing cane 
• Buttonholes may be worn 
 
EVENING PERFORMANCE – HACKS 
• Top hat for gentlemen and ladies 
• Gentlemen should wear morning coats and close fitting military trousers or 

similar with ordinary collar and tie 
• Gloves as above 
• Showing cane 
• Buttonhole 

ADVICE FOR TACK & DRESS



COUNTY SHOWS – RIDING HORSES 
• Bowlers for gentlemen, navy or black hunting cap for ladies with ribbons inside 
• Ladies and gentlemen tweed jackets 
• Everything else as above for cobs 
• Showing cane 
 
EVENING PERFORMANCE – RIDING HORSES 
• Top hat for gentlemen and ladies 
• Correctly tied hunting stock with pin 
• Gentlemen black hunting tails, breeches and boots 
• Ladies black or navy jacket, breeches and boots 
• Showing cane 
• Buttonhole 
 
COUNTY SHOWS – SIDE SADDLE – HACKS, COBS, RIDING HORSES AND 
HUNTERS 
• Ordinary habit, blue, black or tweed with collar and tie 
• Bowler hat with veil 
 
For classes at Royal or International Shows after 12 noon black or blue habits would 
be required with correctly tied hunting stock with pin 

• Top hat with veil 
• In the above classes hair should be in a neat bun at the nape of the neck 
• One spur only to be worn 
• Showing cane 
• Buttonhole 
 
IN-HAND 
• Suitable clothing including for gentlemen a suit, collar and tie or jacket and 

trousers 
• Bowler hat 
• Ladies tweed jacket and trousers (not jeans), collar and tie or suitable skirts or 

suits 
• With tweed jacket and trousers a hunting cap should be worn 
• With skirts or suits a suitable hat securely fitted 
• Suitable footwear for walking and running appropriate for underfoot conditions 

(no trainers or tennis shoes) 
• Gloves 
• Showing cane 
• Buttonhole if wished 
 
GROOMS 
When entering the Ring should be neatly attired in: 

• Hunting cap, cloth cap, panama or other suitable hat 
• Neat collar and tie (pinned) 
• Jacket or gilet 
• Trousers 
• Appropriate footwear (jodhpur boots preferred) 

ADVICE FOR TACK & DRESS
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